
Parking is available behind the hall, accessed via
Knaith Road (Melway map 50 B8).

To a�end, you will need to be
fully vaccinated.

Please enter by the FRONT door only
from 7:30pm. The back door will only be open to allow
Chris Fletcher and Joe Wilson to bring in their plants.

The sign-in book and name tag box will be on a table in
the mee�ng room.

January 2023
Member Mee�ng

IN PERSON
Friday 27th January at 8pm

Ringwood East Elderly Ci�zens Hall,
2-8 Laurence Grove, Ringwood East

Member Night
We will be having short talks by three of our

members:
•Ryno Oppermann will talk on "Root Architecture".
•Nicky Zanen will talk on the “The Li�le Desert,

Conserva�on and Urimbirra”.
•Bill Aitchison will talk on the new books which

have recently been released and are available
from APS Victoria Book Sales. Bill and Sue will
have some copies of these for sale at the mee�ng.
You can purchase with cash or credit card.

Note: No garden visit has been
scheduled for January as it is

expected to be too hot.

Help at Member Mee�ngs
Supper is proving to be very popular. However, we do

need help from a couple of volunteers to serve the drinks
through the servery. (This is a safety issue.)

If you find you have a chance to get to the hall by
7:30pm, we also need helpers to set up chairs, and helpers
to pack them away at the end of the mee�ng.

Many hands make light work. If a few of us take turns
then each of us may only need to do it once a year.

Return of the Raffle
For some years we have had a $2 entry charge for our

Friday night mee�ngs. Each person was given a �cket for
the draw of plant prizes at the end of the mee�ng. This
entry charge was suspended for the mee�ngs when we
resumed in-person mee�ngs a�er CoVid restric�ons
ended.

Your Commi�ee has decided to reintroduce the
raffle on a trial basis. This will be no entry charge, but
you may choose to buy one or more �ckets at $2 each,
with the chaance of winning in the plant draw. We hope
that you will appreciate this change

Big Birthdays
Max McDowall celebrated his 90th birthday early in

January.
Bev Hanson and Bev Fox also celebrated big

birthdays late last year, but can’t match Max!
Congratula�ons to them all.

Vale Tony Roberts
We were saddened to hear of the death late last year

of Tony Roberts. Tony and wife Joy were long-�me
members of Maroondah group who invited us to their
lovely na�ve garden in Nu�ield for several garden visits.
They were less involved in recent years due to Joy’s ill
health.

Sue and Bill remember their first trip to Western
Australia in a group led by Malcolm and Jane Calder.
Tony and Joy were also on the trip and we had a great
�me together.

Condolences to Joy and family and other friends of
Tony.

Autumn Order of Neutrog Products
APS Maroondah has an arrangement for our

members to order products from Neutrog twice a year,
at low prices. Several of our members have taken up this
offer.

Contact Sue Guymer at aitchguy@gmail.com if you
would like to be included.

Please note that you can only par�cipate in this offer
as a member of one APS District Group. So if you are
already registered with Neutrog with another group you
will not be eligible to join the Maroondah order.

The autumn orders close on 16th February and will
be delivered to Sue in early March.
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November Grand Specimen Table

Our November mee�ng featured our Grand Specimen Table, and we are grateful to Andrea
Dennis and Chris Larkin for introducing the magnificent display of Australian flora to us.

Thank you also to the members who brought specimens to the mee�ng.

Bill Aitchison

Ac�notus helianthi (Flannel Flower) – Chris Fletcher has
found that if you put this in a pot, with some stones or
gravel, it will self-seed, and you can keep the progeny of
this going forever. It will flower con�nuously; best to
keep it in semi shade. She has also found a variety of
sizes in both flower and foliage. Nicky Zanen advised
that she buys her flannel flowers from Chris. She now
has 3 or 4 pots near her bird bath, and recently
observed a baby raven that decided it wanted to play
with Nicky’s flannel flowers.
Anigozanthos ‘Rainbow Fury‘ – Chris comments that
kangaroo paws need moisture and sun. She cuts hers
back to ground level at Easter – not just the stems but
the whole foliage. Bruce Schroder noted that this makes
sense because they only flower on new growth. Andrea
advised that there is now a new Kings Park range, with
some spectacular blues (‘Masquerade‘).
Atractocarpus chartaceus (formerly Randia chartacea)
– a rainforest plant from Qld and NSW, a na�ve
gardenia, with fragrant flowers.

Ac�notus helianthi

Banksia lemanniana – Chris’s plant is quite large, about
2.5m x 3m, and is one of the few banksia species whose
flowers hang down.
Callicoma serra�folia – When is a wa�le not a wa�le?
This is commonly called ‘black wa�le’, and has flower
heads that resemble some acacias, but it is not even in
the Fabaceae family. Callicoma is a monotypic genus in
the Cunoniaceae family. It is found in coastal regions of
SE Qld and NSW, and was used in the wa�le and daub
huts of early se�lers in Port Jackson. It has a�rac�ve
foliage. Prefers a moist area.
Callistemon ‘Phil May‘ – Chris noted that callistemons
generally flower later in the season, are not that long-
flowering but are a good background plant and o�en a
good screen plant. Graeme Nicholls brought along C. ‘Phil
May’. His plant is about 1m high. Also on the Table was
C. pearsonii, which comes from the Blackdown
Tableland in Qld, a very prickly, low growing shrub about
40cm tall. We also looked at C. ‘Firebrand‘, which Bruce
Schroder brought along and explained that it is an old
Austraflora selec�on; it is meant to be prostrate but

Banksia lemanniana

Callicoma serra�folia

Atractocarpus chartaceus
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Cu�sia vibernea

C. cordatum.
Cu�sia viburnea – the white flowers of this plant smell
like honey. Our specimen came from Bev Fox who is
growing it in the ground, whereas Chris has had one in
a pot for quite a few years. There are some very large
ones at Karwarra.
Cymbidium Black Stump ‘Come in Spinner‘ x C. suave –
this cross is ¾ na�ve, ¼ not na�ve. It is being grown by
Andrea, and she is pleased that it has now flowered.
Derwen�a perfoliata – this is great for co�age gardens,
a good filler and a good plant to promote to people who
say they don’t like na�ves. It is a tough plant, can get
sooty mould occasionally, and appreciates being cut
back. Usually has purple or blue flowers but Andrea tells
us there is now a greyish flowered form which she
believes is from East Gippsland.
Dietes robinsoniana (Lord Howe Wedding Lily) – this is
endemic to Lord Howe Island, quite a tall strappy plant,
and the only Australian species of dietes (there are two
African introduced species that have become
naturalised in Australia). Graham and Valda Ellis have
had it in a large pot for quite a while, but the last couple

Cu�sia viburnea

Dietes robinsoniana

Bruce suggests this is only if you define prostrate as being
wider than high (his plant is 1.2m high x 3m across), a
plant that scrambles and not a par�cularly a�rac�ve
plant. Bruce commented on the many different
callistemon cul�vars that are registered, whereas
many of these seem to be just the same plant
with different names – a real bugbear of Bruce’s.
Chamelaucium ‘Paddy’s Pink‘ – this tolerates
moisture, or dry, can be cut back hard and will
come again. It is a hybrid between
Chamelaucium uncinatum and Ver�cordia
plumosa. It is most unusual to have a cross
between species from different genera. On the
Table we also had Chamelaucium ‘My Sweet
Sixteen‘ (this starts white and then changes to pink
as it gets older), and Chamelaucium ‘Meringer Mist‘
(a cross between C. floriferum and C. Uncinatum. which
may have been deliberately bred for the cut flower
industry).
Chorizema cordatum – Andrea said that she had bought
four of these at Bunnings, being sold off for $5 each –
but she thinks the colours look a bit odd for

Chorizema cordatum

Chamelaucium ‘Paddy’s Pink‘

Derwen�a perfoliata
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Hymenosporum flavum

of years they have maintained water underneath it in a
saucer, and it has come along really well, and has just
flowered for the first �me.
Grevillea treueriana – Andrea has had this for about
twenty years, a gra�ed plant, good bird habitat, about
1.5m high, and good for crowd control with its prickly
foliage! We also admired G. ‘Wendy Sunshine‘ which is
a cross between G. thyrsoides and G. bipinna�fida.
Hymenosporum flavum (Na�ve Frangipani)
– a rainforest tree from Qld and NSW.
Lasiopetalum floribundum –
this does well in shade. It is a
low arching plant, 0.5m tall,
with a lot of �ny flowers. It has
a lot of nice features, foliage
is a lighter shade of green
with brown stems, and new
brownish growth that adds
more interest seasonally.
Merele Webb advised that she
has it on the south side of the house
where it arches across and into other
bushes.
Lasiopetalum bracteatum – this grows well
in filtered sun, very long-flowering, showy,
1-1.5m tall and 2m wide, can be pruned. Bruce
finds it scrambles up through other plants.

Grevillea treueriana

Leptorhynchos elongatus – a daisy with the
common name Lanky Bu�ons.
Leptospermum spectabile – from
NSW. Bev Fox has had hers about 15
years, 1.5m high. It is not commonly
grown but is a parent of a number of
hybrids that are commonly grown. On
the Table we had L. ‘Aphrodite‘ – this was
originally found in a batch of L. spectabile
seedlings. Chris finds these leptospermums
appreciate some extra moisture.
Melaleuca decussata – Chris has a par�cular interest
in melaleucas, but suggests they are a bit out of fashion
– she visited Kuranga the other day and couldn’t find any
she was not familiar with. She showed us two from her
garden.M. decussata has a larger leaf and is less crowded
and slightly greener than her M. gibbosa.

Leptospermum ‘Aphrodite’

Melaleuca decussata

Lasiopetalum
bracteatum



Prostanthera
‘Poorinda Bride‘

Persoonia chaemaepity

Prostanthera scutellarioides

Bev Fox brought along what she called a dwarf
M. decussata. Chris also has a dwarf M. gibbosa which
she describes as being like a crazy hairdo, foliage that
twists around in a crazy way. Also on the Table was
M. spathulata, which is usually about 2m tall and
flowers well.
Another on the Table was a gorgeous mauve flowered
form ofM. armillaris, a really tough plant, 3-4m tall with
papery bark.
We also admired M. filifolia which Chris describes as
one of the showier melaleucas. Although not on the
Table, Chris commented onM. fulgens, an absolute bird
magnet (especially eastern spinebills). Chris’s is pink.
Melia azedarach – glorious at this �me of year,
commonly grown as a street tree. It is said that the
berries can be a problem, but Chris hasn’t found that.
She finds possums love the tree, and maybe they eat the
berries as their drug of choice?

Melia azedarach

Persoonia chaemaepitys – a prostrate geebung, likes
well-drained soil, new growth is a lovely lime green.

Poa labillardieri – Nicky Zanen asked when seeds of our
na�ve grasses ripen, is it January? Andrea responded
that it depends on the weather, the season, and how dry
it is. Some grasses don’t all set seed at the one �me;
scrape your hand up the flower stem and if the seeds are
ripe they will come off in your hand.

Prostanthera ‘Poorinda Bride‘ – a medium shrub, will
grow in dry or moist condi�ons and seems to be almost
always in flower.

P. linearis – there was some doubt as the iden�ty of this,
possibly P. lanceolata, but Joe Wilson suggested it was P.
linearis. The specimen came from Alison Fisher.

P. scutellarioides – Andrea advises that when she takes
children on tours at Maranoa, she gets them to say this
species name, and they have great fun trying to say it.
The plants at Maranoa have been there well over 30
years, and Andrea describes it as a tough bullet proof
plant, an ideal council type of plant that can be put in
carparks, it looks good in flower and a good background
plant when not in flower.
P. phylicifolia – looks a lot like P. scutellarioides. Chris
describes it as being a long-flowering, showy plant.

Melaleuca armillaris



Ver�cordia plumosa
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Viminaria juncea

Thomasia macrocarpa

Prostanthera lasianthos

P. lasianthos – The Victorian Christmas Bush, very
conspicuous when its white flowers appear. There
are different forms of it, some very tall. In fact
Bruce Schroder suggests that bush is the wrong
name – in the Otways it is 8m tall. It does need
moisture.
P�lotus spathulatus – a lovely ground cover,
flowers 4-5 months, found to the west of
Melbourne.
Senecio odoratus var odoratus – Andrea advised
that she has never grown this, but Diane Hedin is
growing it and brought along a specimen. It is quite
a thick and bushy plant, smells like honey, with
a�rac�ve foliage and yellow flowers.
Stylidium soboliferum (Grampians Trigger Plant) –
occurs in moist sandy soils in some of the higher
areas of the Grampians, a �ny rose�e plant. Bruce
Schroder has had his plant more than 20 years. It
has good years and bad years and this is one of its
good years.
Thomasia macrocarpa – a grey foliage plant, good
for providing contrast with other plants. Bruce
grows this in both full sun and full shade.
Ver�cordia plumosa – Bruce Schroder commented
that in Victoria this is the hardiest of the
ver�cordias. You can grow it
anywhere except in very wet
heavy soils. Bruce has had his
plant about 20 years and he
prunes it every year a�er
flowering. You can keep it to
about 1m high. The other
Ver�cordia that you can
grow in Melbourne is
V. chrysantha.
Viminaria juncea – a
local plant that likes a bit
of moisture, so has done
well this year. A wonderful
delicate showy plant that
can get up to 3-4m tall. Can
be long-lived if it is happy,
but can also be drop dead.
Xerochrysum viscosum – this
is a very showy paper daisy,
and it self-seeds at Chris’s place
‘viscosum’ means s�cky. Andrea recalled passing
Lake Eppalock a couple of weeks ago and the Box
Ironbark forest was absolutely yellow with the
X. viscosum.
Xerochrysum palustre – likes moisture and is
almost a bog plant, will die away each year but
then come again.
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It was a warm and sunny a�ernoon that we
were greeted by Geoff and Jannie in their front
garden. I very much looked forward to this visit
a�er the talks that Geoff had given our group
about unusual plants and fungi.

Geoff keeps me�culous records of his plants,
recording the �me they were planted and when they
flower, and the same for the fungi and when they fruit.
From these records, Geoff told us that 10% of his plants
are more than 20 years old, and the oldest plants are 30
years old. Interes�ngly, we could see that the size of
plants don’t always correlate to their age, such as the 25
year old Astartea fascicularis and Indigofera australis.
The records also show that no plants flower at the same
�me each year. Although Geoff reminded us that he
“grows his garden by neglect”, he does talk to every one
of his plants once a week when he “marks the roll”.

November Garden
Visit

Geoff and Jannie Lay Garden
Mont Albert North

Diane Hedin
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The front garden consisted of a lawn with Eucalyptus
caesia ssp magna planted in 2014. It is surrounded by
garden beds with plan�ngs of other eucalypts, including
Eucalyptus tetraptera which acted as a cradle for the
flowering Eremophila neglecta. A few older plants
expired in the past 3 years, opening up sunny spots
where Geoff has planted a few eremophilas on raised
mounds. There was a terrific mingling mix of trees, tall
shrubs, small shrubs, ground covers and strappy plants,
a stand-out being Stylidium adnatum in flower - which
Geoff grew from seed.

We walked past the pergola, heavily draped in the
Na�ve Wisteria, Callerya megasperma, cas�ng cooling
shade at the front door. It flowered a�er 8 years.

On the way to the back garden, we passed tall and
small eremophilas including an Eremophila alternifolia x
bignoniiflora and a Eremophila wai�i. On the wall of the
house were pots of P�lotus villosiflorus, P�lotus
manglesii and Ver�cordia drummondii among others,
which had irriga�on to compensate for the harsh
aspect.

The back garden was again filled to the brim. There
was the Tasmanian rainforest plants collec�on in pots,
that included pines and cushion plants. There was the
grass garden which was started in 1998, consis�ng of
eucalypts and shrubs underplanted with a variety of
grasses.

The Eucalyptus pulverulenta was of par�cular interest
as it had produced adult leaves, something which rarely
occurs. There was a stunning Hibber�a scandens, planted
in 2009, climbing and swamping the neighbour’s
Camellia; a beau�ful white flowering Grevillea sericea,
planted in 2001; thick ground covers including
Desmodium gunnii (now renamed Pullenia gunnii) and
many, many others that make up Geoff’s 400 plants
collec�on.

All the plants were tagged with names and dates of
plan�ng, providing another level of interest to the garden.
As Geoff wrote in his introduc�on to the visit, he likes to
grow plants in the garden so that he can recognise them
in the bush, and hence has few man-made hybrids, and he
packs them in to grow into and out of each other.

Front garden.

Callerya megaspermaPe
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It was a terrific garden to wander in and see how
plants mature. The day was made even more enjoyable
by cheerful company and plen�ful, delicious food. A
very big thank you to Jannie and Geoff for opening their
beau�ful and very interes�ng garden to host our end of
year get together.

Geoff's plant labels.

Birdbath.

Our host – Geoff Lay.

Cushion Plant Collec�on. Purple Patch.

Red and yellow sec�on Back garden.
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The next Working Bee will be held on Monday 6th
February from 10-12am. You might like to socialise over
a coffee/lunch at a local café a�erwards. The address is
6 Laurence Grove, Ringwood East. Please bring your
own gardening tools.

Our two most recent working bees have been held
on Monday 7th November and Thursday 1st December.
Our thanks to the following members who have helped
at these working bees: Dallas Boulton, Bev Fox, Diane
Hedin, Bill Aitchison, Sue Guymer and Joe Wilson. A
report on each of these working bees follows:
Monday 7th November: This was principally a day of
more plan�ng and weeding. The plants were mainly
donated by our members and by our Group from the
unsold peas from the FJC Rogers Seminar. The list
included:

Correa reflexa (several)
Glycine tabacina (3)
Hardenbergia violacea (3)
Indigofera australis (2)
Microseris lanceolata (4)
Podolepis jaceoides (4)
Pultenaea hispidula (2)
Templetonia retusa (2)
In rela�on to weeding, we filled a number of large bags

with weeds, mainly Panic Veldt Grass (Ehrharta erecta),
various flat weeds, pine seedlings, thistles and ivy.
Excitement of the day: In a previously mulched area, we
found a rather smelly, red fungus, Aseroe rubra. Geoff
Lay notes the following about this fungus:

“Aseroe rubra grows in high al�tude grasslands and
woodlands, but is brought down to Melbourne
gardens in mulch.”

It is a member of the s�nkhorns; so named because
of their interes�ng shapes and obnoxious smells. Bright
red arms on a hollow stem burst from an egg; each arm
splits into two at the �ps. The slimy olive-brown spore
mass is concentrated at the top of the stem and smells
like a mixture of raw sewerage and ro�ng meat. The
smell a�racts flies which lick off and spread the spores.
The bad news is that sporing bodies (and the smell) will
reappear every year un�l the mulch is fully ro�ed.”
Thursday 1st December: Today we did a small amount
of addi�onal plan�ng and weeding. The addi�onal
plants included further dona�ons of peas from our
Group from the FJC Rogers Seminar:

Indigofera australis (2)
Pultenaea hispidula (2)
Glycine tabacina (2)
Lotus australis (2)
But the main work today was in spreading a large

quan�ty of mulch provided by Maroondah City Council.
Excitement of the day: The mulch from the Council had
been le� a week or so previously in a pile on one of the
garden beds. We believed that one or two plants
(planted at the previous working bee) were deeply
buried under this mulch – but were excited to find a
Correa reflexa, apparently unharmed and looking well,
when the pile of mulch was cleared.

Working bees at the gardens of our mee�ng venue, Ringwood East
Senior Ci�zens Hall, con�nue to be held. The garden is really star�ng
to show the benefits of our earlier plan�ng. However, there is plenty
of weeding to be done. Some recent photos are shown below.

Working Bees at Ringwood

Part of the newly planted garden.

Part of the newly planted garden.
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Non-Human Visitors to the Hall
Sue Guymer took this photo of a wasp visi�ng one of

our new plants in December. It is a member of the
Paralastor genus, possibly Paralastor laetus, which
includes the Po�er and Mason Wasps.

We aren’t only improving human lives by our work in
the garden!

As a child I always looked forward to when the Blue
Pincushion flowers came out. Living in Warrandyte South
there were many places in the vicinity that had this
wonderful 'herby' plant growing. We even had a small
patch that was na�ve to the area growing not far from the
house.

In later years I have been surprised to find these plants
growing in unexpected places all over Australia. Looking at
the distribu�on maps I see that they are found in all states
of Australia; some more than others. The very top of
Australia doesn't seem to support them at all.

Many soil types are conducive to growing these plants;
including sand dunes, open forest and
woodlands.

On a recent trip up the Western Highway,
Peter and I stopped at Langi Ghiran State Park
for a 'stretch of the legs' and were interested to
see huge groups of Blue Pincushions through
the open woodlands there. A few weeks earlier
we couldn't access this area as it was completely
flooded. The extra water must have made a big
difference to the perennial type plants.

Other plants that were growing well were
Micro�s – onion orchids in huge numbers. Paper
daisies and Pelargoniums were all in full flower.
But it was the blue pincushions that took my
breath away – the photos don't do them jus�ce.
There were groups of thousands, tall and
blowing in the breeze. As the bright blue flowers
fade they change in colour to a range of blues
and mauves. Interes�ngly I always think of these

plants being a spring flower, but here they were in
mid-December.

Over the last few years we have grown these in our
front garden. They can tolerate full sun or par�al
shade. Ours were in full sun. The basal leaves tend to
dry off a�er flowering but spring forth again for the
next flowering season. In saying that, each plant only
seems to last 2-3 years at our place. I just keep
plan�ng, as I love their cheery blue flowers.

These are not bird a�rac�ng plants, but supply
bu�erflies and insects with much needed nectar. One
of my favourite plants.

Brunonia australis
Blue Pincushion
Alison Rogers

And in Cranbourne South …
A more sedate visit to Ray and Eva’s garden – a Jacky

Lizard posing for a picture in December.

Field of Brunonia australis
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Grey-headed Flying Foxes (GHFF) are also known as
fruit bats. They arrived in Melbourne during the 1980s
and se�led in the fern gully in the Melbourne Botanic
Gardens. This was considered undesirable by the directors
of the gardens, and some Maroondah members may have
been involved in the noise-making to discourage the GHFF
from keeping their colony there.

The idea was for the bats to move to a designated
loca�on along the Yarra River, but the bats chose their
own loca�on near the golf course at Yarra Bend. This year
the GHFF camp have moved their loca�on to a slightly
different loca�on, s�ll at Yarra Bend.

The colony at Yarra Bend fluctuates in size from less
than 3,000 individuals in winter to 40,000 to 50,000 in
summer. The size of the colony has previously been
measured by volunteers on a monthly basis, coun�ng the
bats at fly-out. The bats can cover a distance of 50
kilometres in a night to reach their food source, with
lacta�ng mothers finding food closer to the camp. The
GHFF at the colony are a bit like visitors to a caravan park,
with some being permanent residents, and others coming
and staying just for a night or two. The Yarra Bend
popula�on is the largest in Victoria, with other sizable
camps in Doveton, Bairnsdale and Geelong. The
popula�ons in Bendigo and Colac are also significant.

Flying foxes are listed at both State and
Commonwealth levels as a threatened species. Their
numbers have declined by over 90% since the �me of
European colonisa�on.

Flying foxes have a major role in the regenera�on of
na�ve hardwood forests and rainforests by pollina�ng and
dispersing seeds as they travel in search of food. This is
why their conserva�on is important. A major threat to the
bats has been fruit tree ne�ng on backyard fruit trees. It
is now a legal requirement in Victoria to use wildlife-safe

ne�ng (which is light in colour and has holes too small to
place a small human finger through), or not using ne�ng
at all. People can help protect flying foxes by ne�ng fruit
trees correctly. People also need to ensure that they do
not leave fishing line or hooks near the river as GHFF will
skim the water to cool down and drink, o�en by licking
the water from their fur.

Flying foxes live for approximately 15 years in the wild.
They reach maturity at 4 years of age. Adult females will
have one baby each year. Most of the babies are born in
October. Mums will carry them for about 6 weeks, un�l
they are too heavy to carry during flight, then there is the
forma�on of creches, where the baby bats are le� in a
nursery tree while the mothers fly out in search of food.
A nursery tree can have 100 baby bats.

Please remember that GHFFs are nocturnal so please
keep noise to a minimum if visi�ng a GHFF camp. They
are also very suscep�ble to heat stress, and many
thousands of bats can die during hot, dry weather.
Sprinkler systems have been set up at some of the major
camps to assist with management of the bats during heat
stress events.

To assist with the survival of these precious
pollinators, please consider joining working bees to weed
and revegetate areas close to the bat colony. Friends of
Bats and Bushcare organise bush care ac�vi�es at Bell
Bird Park, Yarra Bend, on the last Sunday morning of the
month. Refer to Parks Connect for the opportunity to join
these events.

Grey-headed Flying Foxes
Night Pollinators of the Forest

Sue Bendel
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Flying Fox in care.




